
City of Renton  
B oa r d  of P a r k  Com m is s ioner s  

 

M eeting  M inu tes  
October 14,  2 0 0 8 

4:30 p.m.–C i t y  H a l l  – 7 th f l o o r  C o n f e r e n ci n g  C e n t e r  
 

I. C AL L  T O  O R D E R  
T i m S e a r i n g  ca l l e d  t h e  O ct o b e r  1 4,  2 008 ,  me e t i n g  t o  o r d e r  a t  4:30 p.m.   

 In  At t e n d a n c e  
 T h e  f o l l o w i n g  me mb e r s  w e r e  pr e s e n t :  
 T i m S e a r i n g ,  C y n t h i a  B u r n s ,  A l  D i e ck ma n ,  M i ch a e l  O ’ D o n i n ,  L a r r y  

R e y ma n n ,  T i m S e a r i n g ,  T r o y  W i g e s t r a n d   (A b s e n t :  R o n  R e g i s ) 
 S t a f f :  T e r r y  H i g a s h i y a ma ,  S a n d y  P i l a t ,  Je r r y  R e r e ci ch ,  T o d d  B l a ck ,  K r i s  

S t i mps o n ,  T e r r y  F l a t l e y ,  K e n t  C u r r y  
P u b l i c:  D o u g  G r e g o r y ,  H e i d i  W i i l l i a ms ,  T o n y  B r e s s a n ,  L y l a  S mi t h ,  E r i n  
B e n j a mi n ,  S a n d y  W i z t e r ,  S h i r l e y  C o l ma n ,  K . C u r r y ,  J. M cA r t h u r ,  Je n n i f e r  
Y a n g ,  M i ch e l l e  P u l s i f e r ,  S co t t  B u d d e n ,  A my  D i ck a u ,  C a r o l e  S pa l d i n g  

II. AP P R O V AL  O F  AG E N D A 
 T e r r y  H i g a s h i y a ma ,  A d mi n i s t r a t o r ,  r e q u e s t e d  t o  mo v e  t h e  i t e m 7  co n s e n t  

i t e m o f  O f f -L e a s h  D o g  P a r k  t o  t h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s .  M i k e  O ’ D o n i n  
ma d e  a  mo t i o n  s e co n d e d  b y  L a r r y  R e y ma n n  t o  a ppr o v e  t h e  a me n d e d  
a g e n d a  a s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  T e r r y .  A l l  w e r e  i n  f a v o r ,  a me n d e d  a g e n d a  
a ppr o v e d . 

III. AP P R O V AL  O F  M IN U T E S  
 A l  D i e ck ma n  ma d e  a  mo t i o n  s e co n d e d  b y  M i k e  O ’ D o n i n  t o  a ppr o v e  t h e  

S e pt e mb e r  mi n u t e s  a s  w r i t t e n .  A l l  w e r e  i n  f a v o r ,  mo t i o n  ca r r i e d ,  mi n u t e s  
a ppr o v e d . 

IV . O R AL  C O M M U N IC AT IO N / P U B L IC  C O M M E N T S  
Je n n i f e r  Y a n g ,  Y o u t h  B o a r d  M e mb e r  a ppl i ca n t ,  w a s  i n t r o d u ce d .  Je n n i f e r  
a ppl i e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  y o u t h  b o a r d  me mb e r  a n d  w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  
me e t i n g  t o  g a i n  f u r t h e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a b o u t  t h e  b o a r d  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  d o . 

V . C O N S E N T  
Off-L e a s h  D o g  P a r k  T a s k  F o r c e  
T e r r y  H i g a s h i y a ma ,  A d mi n i s t r a t o r ,  a s k e d  t h e  me mb e r s  o f  t h e  O f f -L e a s h  D o g  
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Park Task Force to stand and introduce themselves.  Terry explained that 
she; along  w ith K ris S timpson, R ecreation M anag er; D ana A ppel, Parks 
L ead M aintenance Worker; K ent C urry and C lark Wilcox f rom the Police 
D epartment; along  w ith Park B oard C ommissioner, A l D ieckman had 
w orked f or six months w ith a g roup of  volunteers to investig ate the f easib ility 
of  an of f -leash dog  park in R enton.  This w as a lot of  w ork in a short amount 
of  time to accomplish; how ever, Terry commented it w as a lot of  f un w orking  
w ith such an enthusiastic g roup.  K ris S timpson introduced tw o memb ers of  
the Task Force, A my and C arol.  A my narrated a pow erpoint presentation 
outlining  w hy pets are important.  S he explained the closest dog  parks in the 
area now  are G randview  ( in S ea-Tac)  and M arymoor Park.  The travel time 
to these is considerab le.  I t w ould b e such a g reat asset to dog  ow ners in 
the community to have somew here local to take their dog s.  The Task Force 
w ould like endorsement f rom the B oard to approach C ouncil during  the 
b udg et process and req uest start up money of  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  The Task Force 
w ould take responsib ility to solicit another $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  f rom sponsors, 
donations, and local b usinesses.  A nother sug g estion f or additional revenue 
is to raise the price of  pet licenses, w hich has b een constant since the 
1 9 7 0 ’ s. 
 
The Task Force stressed they are ‘ in’ this partnership f or the long  haul.  
They w ill recruit volunteers f rom schools, civic g roups, S O D A , b usinesses, 
and the C ity V olunteer C oordinator to ensure their success.  They sug g est 
the Park B oard recommend to C ouncil:  
 

• Fif ty thousand dollars ( $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 )  f or start up costs b e allocated b y the C ity 

• A  matching  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  w ill b e solicited b y the Task Force 

• N arco w ill serve as a tw o-year test site 

• The Task Force has investig ated concerns reg arding  central location, 
acceptance b y community, traf f ic, and parking  

• The Task Force w ill report b ack w ith 6 -month review s 
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T h e  T a s k  F or c e  m e m b e r s  a n s w e r e d  q u e s t i on s  a n d  c on c e r n s  a b ou t  s a f e t y  
i s s u e s , a c c e s s  t o t h e  r i v e r , r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i on s , a n d  e n f or c e m e n t .   A m y  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  d og -ow n e r s  t h a t  p a t r on i z e  of f -l e a s h  a r e a s  a r e  s e l f  p ol i c i n g  
a n d  l e t  f e l l ow  d og  ow n e r s  k n ow  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i on s  of  t h e  p a r k .   T h e i r  
g oa l  i s  t o e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  r e c u r r i n g  r e l a t i on s h i p s , i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
or g a n i z a t i on  S O D A  f or  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p or t .   T h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y  h a d  p e op l e  
v ol u n t e e r  f or  w or k  p a r t i e s  t o b u i l d  f e n c e s , d on a t e  w ood  c h i p s , e t c .   T h e  
g r ou p  w i l l  a l s o s e e k  ou t  g r a n t  op p or t u n i t i e s .  
 
S e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  p u b l i c  s p ok e  s u p p or t i n g  t h e  p a r k , of f e r i n g  t o 
v ol u n t e e r , a n d  l i s t i n g  t h e  n u m e r ou s  b e n e f i t s  of  a  d og  p a r k  i n  ou r  c om m u n i t y .   
T h e  T a s k  F or c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  w i l l  c oor d i n a t e  w i t h  S O D A  f or  s u p p or t  a n d  
g u i d a n c e , a s  w e l l  a s  l oc a l  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  d og  w a l k e r s .  
 
A l  D i e c k m a n  m a d e  a  m ot i on  t o r e c om m e n d  f or w a r d i n g  t h e  r e p or t  t o C ou n c i l  
a n d  r e q u e s t i n g  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  b e  a l l oc a t e d  t o t h e  C I P  b u d g e t  f or  s t a r t  u p  f e e s  f or  a  
t w o-y e a r  t e s t  s i t e  l oc a t e d  a t  N a r c o f or  a n  of f -l e a s h  d og  p a r k .   S i x -m on t h  
r e p or t s  w i l l  b e  m a d e  on  t h e  p a r k  t o t h e  B oa r d .   L a r r y  R e y m a n n  s e c on d e d  
t h e  m ot i on .   A l l  w e r e  i n  f a v or , m ot i on  c a r r i e d .   T h e  r e c om m e n d a t i on  w i l l  b e  
f or w a r d e d  t o t h e  C om m i t t e e  of  t h e  W h ol e  a t  t h e i r  O c t ob e r  2 7 , 2 0 0 8 , m e e t i n g  
a t  5 : 0 0  p . m .  

VI. O L D  B U S IN E S S   
Trails and Bicycle Master Plan 
J i m  S e i t z , T r a n s p or t a t i on  P l a n n e r , w a s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  t o u p d a t e  t h e  B oa r d  
on  t h e  s t a t u s  of  t h e  T r a i l s  a n d  B i c y c l e  M a s t e r  P l a n .   D r a f t  p l a n s  h a d  b e e n  
m a i l e d  t o t h e  B oa r d  f or  t h e i r  r e v i e w  p r i or  t o t h e  m e e t i n g .   T h e r e  a r e  p l a n s  t o 
t a k e  t h e  P l a n  t o C om m i t t e e  of  t h e  W h ol e  on  N ov e m b e r  1 0  a n d  h a v e  a n  
op e n  h ou s e  N ov e m b e r  1 2 th a t  t h e  S e n i or  C e n t e r .   W e  a n t i c i p a t e  f i n a l i z i n g  i n  
J a n u a r y  or  F e b r u a r y .   T e r r y  t h a n k e d  J i m  f or  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  ou r  d e p a r t m e n t  
on  t h i s  p r oj e c t .  

VII. B O A R D  C O M M U N IC A T IO N   
M i c h a e l  O ’ D on i n  r e v i e w e d  a n  a g e n d a  f or m u l a t e d  a t  a  m e e t i n g  w i t h  L a r r y  
R e y m a n n  a n d  T i m  S e a r i n g  t o d i s c u s s  f u t u r e  i s s u e s .   A  w or k s h op  on  
N ov e m b e r  4 , 2 0 0 8 , f r om  4 : 0 0 -7 : 0 0  p . m .  w i l l  b e  h e l d  t o p r i or i t i z e  ou r  l e v e l  of  
s e r v i c e  f or  p a r k s , f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  r e c r e a t i on  f or  t h e  C i t y  of  R e n t on .   T h e  
e c on om y  i s  a t  t h e  f or e f r on t , 7 %  g e n e r a l  f u n d  c u t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  f or  2 0 0 9  
a s  w e l l  a s  c u t s  f or  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  of  t h i s  f i s c a l  y e a r  ( 2 0 0 8 ) .   W e  n e e d  t o 
e d u c a t e  ou r s e l v e s  a n d  b e  p r oa c t i v e  a n d  p r i or i t i z e .    O u r  c h oi c e s  m a y  b e  
“ W h o a r e  w e  g oi n g  t o s e r v e  a n d  w h a t  p r og r a m s  c a n  b e  p r ov i d e d  b y  ot h e r s ?   
--p r og r a m s  f or  ou r  s e n i or s  or  c h i l d r e n --”  T op i c s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  
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environment, trails connection, special events, acquisition, and  oth ers.   S taf f  
w ill b e in attend ance also.  

VIII. A D M IN IS T R A T O R S  R E P O R T  
T erry  reported  K elly  and  L eslie along  w ith  C ouncilmemb er T erri B rier w ere 
attend ing  th e N ational R ecreation P ark  A ssociation C onf erence in 
B altimore.   P eter R enner w as attend ing  a f acilities conf erence in T ex as.   
T im S earing  met w ith  L eslie and  toured  some open space areas and  
S pring b rook  T rail w ith  th e M ay or and  J ay .   T erry  also ind icated  th at th e 
D ecemb er meeting  w ould  b e a social meeting  at h er h ome.   S h e w ill let 
every one k now  of  a d ate.  

IX . A D J O U R N M E N T  
L arry  R ey mann mad e a motion second ed  b y  M ich ael O ’ D onin to ad j ourn th e 
meeting .  A ll w ere in f avor, motion carried  meeting  ad j ourned .  

 

 
 
 
 
Signature 
 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
 

No v e m b e r  4 ,  2 0 0 8 @  4 : 3 0  P . M.  
S e n i o r  Ac t i v i t y  C e n t e r  

2 1 1  B u r n e t t  Av e n u e  S o u t h  
 

 
 

 
 


